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General information

The purpose of The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholasship Program “A Constitutional
Speech Contest” is to develop a deeper knowledge and appreciation of the Constitution of the United States
among high school students. Other objectives of the contest include the development of leadership qualities,
the ability to think and speak clearly and intelligently, and the preparation for acceptance of the duties and
responsibilities, rights, and privileges of American citizenship.

Scholarships

Scholarship awards are presented to the three finalists in the final round of the national contest as follows:
1st place: $18,000; 2nd place: $16,0005 3rd place: $14,000. Each department (state) winner who is certi-
fied'into and participates in the fitst round of the national contest will receive a $1,500 scholarship. Each
first round winner who advances to and participates in the second round, but does not advance to the fina!
round, will receive an additional $1,500 scholarship to pursue education beyond high school,

The national organization of The American Legion will award scholarships to the three finalists, depart-
ment winners, and first round winnets who are eliminated during the second round of competition, These
scholatships may be used to attend any college or university in the United States. :

A contestant must give both his ot her prepared oration and the assigned topic discourse to receive the
scholarship. o

In addition to the-scholarships awarded by the national organization, there ate several hundred scholar-
ships awarded at the discretion of intermediate organizations, to participants at post, distict ot county, and
department levels of competition.

Depariment confests

Arrangements for contests leading to the department finals shall be the responisibility of each department
(state) organization of The American Legion. For those levels of competition prior to the department finals,
the rules and regulations sct forth in this brochure are not mandatory — they are offered as a guideline.
However, all department finals contests shall conform with hational contest procedures, rules and regulations,
if the department wishes its finalist to compete in the national finals.

A winner cettified to the National Americanism Division of The American Legion by a department which
did not conduct its final competition in conformity with the rules and regulations as set forth herein may, in
the judgment of the directot of the Americanism Division or the director’s representative, be disqualified from
competition ifi the national contest. :

Each department may certify one contestant into the national contest. If for any reason the department
winner is unable to compete in the national contest, the department first runner-up may bé substituted fol-
lowing approval by The American Legion’s National Ameticanism Commission. A department first runner-up
accepted into national competition will be entitled to all national awards, entitlements and compensation that
the department winner would have received had he/she participated at that level.
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Dyepartment contest winners must be certified to the
Nationaf Amcricanisn Division, NO LATER THAN
MARCH 18, 2019.

Faffure to meet this deadline could resalt in
disgualifi

1012 of the contestant.

school (public, parochial, military, private or home school),
commencing with grade nine and terminating with grade 12.
Students must be enrolled in high school or junior high school
during the time of participation at any level of the contest.

High school students that graduate carly during the school
year are eligible to compete if they are not enrolled in a college,
univetsity, trade school or other institution of higher Jearning at
the time of the department finals contest,

Contestants must cither be legally domiciled within or
attend an educational institution within the department (state)
where they enter competition. Contestants can enter cotnpeti-
tion in only one department. _

The three finalists of the national contest will be ineligible
for further participation at any level.

Prepared oration

The prepared oration must be on some aspect of the
Constiturion of the United States with emphasis on the duties
and obligations of a citizen to our government. The same sub-
ject and oration used in the department contest must be used
in the national contest.

The prepared oration must be the original effort of
cach contestant and must not take up less than eight min-
utes or more than 10 minutes for delivery.

Contéstants may have in their possession a copy of their
prepared oration in the first holding room. The copy may be
in electronic or paper form. They may consult the copy of their
prepared oration, until they exit the holding room in order to
begin the contest, at which time the copy of the prepared ora-
tion will be surrendered to the contest official who is monitor-
ing the first holding room. '

Assigned iopic :

The assigned topic discourse must not consume less than
thtee minutes or more than five minutes for delivery. The
putpose of the assigned topic discourse is to test the speaker’s
knowledge of the subject, the extent of his or her rescarch, and
the ability to discuss the topic as related to the basic principles
of government under the Constitution.

The assigned topic shall be drawn by the contest offi-
cial in full view of the audience immediately before the last

. mist be delivered

i/her picpared oraton and wil
iid each contestant approxi-
ivery. The topic

of the United

- Prepa
in the English language,
Also, the singing of a song in any language is not per-
mitted and will result in the immediate disqualification
of the contestant. The contestant may, however, quote a
verse(s) of a song provided proper attribution is made,

In the prepared oration dnd the assigned topic discourse,
quotations must be indicated as such. Where quotations are
mote than 10 words in length, the authot’s name must be
given in the manuscript and cited orally,

Assigned topics for 2019

Asmendment 1: Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free excrcise there-
of; ot abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; ot the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.

Amendment 4: The right of the people to be secure in their
persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable
seatches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants
shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath

ot affirmation, dnd particutarly describing the place to be
searched, and the persons ot things to be seized.

Amendment 13. 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude,
except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have
been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any
place subject to their jurisdiction,

2. Cbngrcs_s shall have lpower to enforce this article by appropri-
ate legislation.

Amendment 21. 1. The cighteenth article of amendment to
the Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed.

2. The transportation or importation into any State, Tetritory,
or possession of the United States for delivery or use therein of
intoxicating liquots, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby
prohibited.

3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
racified a5 an amendnient to the Constitution by conventions
in the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within
seven yeats from the date of the submission hereof to che States
by the Congress. '
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Contest regulations

A drawing shall be held by che official in charge of the
contest to determine the order in which the contestants will
appear. The contest chairman shall announce the title of the
contestant’s prepared oration immediately after introducing
him/her as contestant No. 1, contestant No. 2, etc. The chair-
man will request the audience to refrain from applause until
the judges have made their decision,

A raised platform is not compulsory; however, it is strong-
ly recommended. The use of i notes, amphﬁcatmn, lectern
or speaker s stand by conte.stants or promptmg in any
manner is not permltted Props are not permitted.

The use of any type of electronic/digital data gatheting,
receiving and/or transmitting equipment in any form by con-
testants or members of the audience is prohibited.

The time allotted for each contestant to deliver their
prepared oration shall not be less than eight or more than
10 minutes, and for the assigned topic, not less than three
or more than five minutes.

An official timer shall be hamed by the contest chairman
whose duty it shall be to keep an accurate time record of each
contestant, and he shall be located on the main floot in full
view of the contestants. The timekeeper shall begin timing

each contestant at-the start of the prepared oration. The timer

should be- equipped with a stopwatch and time cards for the
prepared oration catiying the Figures 8, 9 and 10. When
eight minutes have been used, the time warning card with the
figure 8 thereon shall be placed in full view of the speaker,
following with 9 and 10.as the speaker progresses. The same
procedure shall be used with cards beating 3, 4 and 5 dur-
ing the asszgned topic discoutse, The contest chalrman shall

2018 American Legion
National Oratorical
Contestwinner Carlissa
Frederich of Paducah, Ky.,
is presented her first-place
plaque from Nationaf
Commander Denise H.
Rohan and Americanism
Chairman Richard
Anderson at the Wyndham
Hotelin Indianapolis on
Sunday, April 15, 2018.

announce the time consumed by each contestant for the pre-
pared oration and the assigned topic immediately after each
contestant speaks for the benefit of the judges.

Contestants are required to remain in a private room,
where the discourse of the other speakers cannot be heard,
until it is their turn to speak (contestants will be under the
supervision of an individual appointed by the contest chair-
man). As the contestarits conclude their prepared orations,
they must return to a soundproof bolding room. As each
speaker concludes his or her assigned topic discourse; they
shall not be allowed to associate with contestants who have
not fulfilled the assigned topic requirement,

Approximately five minutes prior to the time of the deliv-
ery of the assigned topic discourse, contestant No, 1 will be
informed of the topic drawn for the assigned topic and shall
be permiteed to retire to privacy under the direction of an
individual appointed by the contest chairman, whose duty it
shall be to sec that no contestant is permitted-to consult any
text matter ot notes having any connection with the subject
matter upon which he/she:is to speak, other than the actual
words of the topic provided on the card drawn. "

Each succeeding contestant will be called upon in the
order in which héfshe previously appeated. He/she shall also,
in turn, be informed of the t topic of the asslgncd topic dis- -
coutse and shall then be escarted to privacy in the manner as

' prov:dcd for contestant No 1,

Unitorms aee not pormitted, Appropriaee sl setie

CRTANTY JE DOl PTinie-

is to b oworn by gl contestants, Ca

wd o warr awards and medals from provious comperiions,

page 3



for all conteéstanits; - broadcasts éhall ixi no way
distract the contestants ot interfere with the announced sched-
uled time of the contest; 3) the normal speaking voice of the
contestant is ot interfered with or amplified within the audi-
torium; and 4) The American Leglon is in no way f‘ma.nclally
obligated without its prior approval

Judges |

The judges are an ingegral part of the Oratorical Contest.
Their qualifications are considered carefully as the decision of
the judges s fina] and must be reached without bias. Impartial
judging in all contests is the key to fiirness and success of the
program which results in the selection of a national.champion.

All department finals and the riational contest must use
five judges. No publicity shall be given to the names of the
judges in advance of the contest. During the contest, the -
judges will be seated in different locations in the anditorium
and each judge shall render his ar her final decision withsiz
consultation with other judges or any other person. "

Judges will be advised that a lack of emphasis in the pre-
pared oration and the assigned topic discourse on the duties .
and obligations of a citizen to our government must result in
their downgrading the contestant. Judges arc permitted to

For more information

Nahonal fmals contesf

*  The national finals contest will be held at the Wyndham
Indtanapolis West April 5-7, 2019, in Indiariapolis.
Quarter-final and semi-final contests afe scheduled to be
held on Saturday, Aprll 6. The champlonshlp is scheduled
for Sunday, April 7.

*  Ali contestants and chaperones will arrive on the Friday
of the contest weekend. All contestants will be lodged at a
hotel to be determined in Indianapolis.

* . -A mandatory pre-contest orientation session for all contes-
tants will be held the Fnday cvcn.ing of the contest weekend,

' Abanquet horioring all contestants wiil be held the

Sunday afternoon 5f the ééh‘tést Weékéhd.

~+  All contestants and chaperoncs w1lI dcpart for horne latc

Sunday afternoon.

Individuals interested in learning more about the contest should concaer:
= Puordates, sites and dadline information coneornir 1 focal, district and state level competition. individuals should con-

tact their nearby American 1. egion post or their stare lu.sdqlnr[grq office of The American Lecion.

*  Tor intormarion concerning the national contest. conracr:

Americanivim Division, The Amorican Lecion, POL Bo 1033,

Indianapelisc IN 46206-1055 relephone {3171 63012041 o conil eratoricals
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Assigned Topics for 2019 Oratorical Contest
DEPARTMENT CONTEST

TO BE HELD ON MARCH 16 AT ST. ANSELM
COLLEGE

Amendment 1

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances,

Amendment 4

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against -
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon
probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be
searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Amendment 13

1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their
jurisdiction.

2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
Amendment 21

1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby
repealed.

2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the United States
for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby
prohibited.

3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven
years from the date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.



NAME OF JUDGE:

THE AMERICAN LEGION

HIGH SCHOOL ORATORICAL SCHOLARSHIF PROGRAM - "A CONSTITUTIONAL SPEECH CONTEST"

JUDGE'S SCORECARD

PENALTIES: 1 point for each minute or Prepared-Oration

;

Contestants
A. CONTENT L o _ : RO
1. Criginality, freshness, directness, Prepared Oration 12 points &
application of knowledge on fopic. Assigned Topic 4 points
2, Skill in selecting examples, description, |Prepared Oration 12 points ;
anaiogles, specific data. Assigned Topic 4 points :
d i 12 poj, :
3. Logic (correctness of inference) Prepared Oration points B
Assigned Topic 4 points i
4. Comprehensiveness of knowledge, Prepared Oration 16 points )
knows the subject matter. | Assigned Topic 6 points u\ | & :
B. SPEAKING SKILLS Ly o g
1. Voice and Diction Prepared Oration 6 points :
Assigned Topic 4 points ]
M —
2. Style: language use, word arrangement, Prepared Qration 8 points :
) . (2
transition, word selection. Assigned Topic 4 points _ b
3. Body actions, poise, eye contact, posture, |Prepared Oration 6 points e :
t: £
gestures Assigned Topic 4 points & F

fraction thereof over or under allotted time . .
Assigned Topic

1-10 points for fallure 1o speak on the. Constitution

“Positlon Number - 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

(Highest Points = 1st place, second highest points = 2nd place, etc.) e J e

S
%

Score ail contestants - NO TIES PERMITTED

Judge's Signature;




