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Grade 2  Life Science  - unit 1 

2-LS2-1, 2-LS2-2  

Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 

  

  

Standards:  

2-LS2-1Plan and conduct an investigation to determine if plants 

need sunlight and water to grow.  (Assessment Boundary: 
Assessment is limited to testing one variable at a time. ) 

2-LS2-2 Develop a simple model that mimics the function of an 
animal in dispersing seeds or pollinating plants.   

 
 

Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics  

21st Century Learning Expectations:  

 Communicate through various means  
 Able to solve problems  
 Take responsibility for their own learning  
 Demonstrate technological fluency and 

adaptability  

 

 

Link for 21st Century Learning Expectations   

  

https://ngss.nsta.org/DisplayStandard.aspx?view=dci&id=28
https://ngss.nsta.org/DisplayStandard.aspx?view=pe&id=66
https://ngss.nsta.org/DisplayStandard.aspx?view=pe&id=67
https://ngss.nsta.org/DisplayStandard.aspx?view=dci&id=28
http://www.hnhsd.org/~hmhs/?page_id=17
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Enduring Understandings:  

Events have causes that generate observable patterns. (2-
LS2-1)   

The shape and stability of structures of natural and 
designed objects are related to their function(s). (2-LS2-2)   

 

  

Learning Competencies  Essential Questions  

Developing and Using Models  

 Develop a simple model based on evidence to 
represent a proposed object or tool. (2-LS2-2)   

Planning and Carrying Out Investigations  

 Plan and conduct an investigation collaboratively to 
produce data to serve as the basis for evidence to 
answer a question. (2-LS2-1)   

How and why do organisms interact with their environment and what are 
the effects of these interactions?  

 EQ based on these core ideas:   

 Plants depend on water and light to grow. (2-LS2-1)   
 Plants depend on animals for pollination or to move their 

seeds around. (2-LS2-2)   
 Designs can be conveyed through sketches, drawings, or 

physical models. These representations are useful in 
communicating ideas for a problem’s solutions to other 
people. (secondary to 2-LS2-2)   

  

 

EXAMPLE Performance Task (good resource for 
developing into a Quality Performance Assessment):   

Do Plants Need Sunlight?  

  

https://ngss.nsta.org/CrosscuttingConcepts.aspx?id=2&detailid=33
https://ngss.nsta.org/CrosscuttingConcepts.aspx?id=2&detailid=33
https://ngss.nsta.org/CrosscuttingConcepts.aspx?id=6&detailid=35
https://ngss.nsta.org/CrosscuttingConcepts.aspx?id=6&detailid=35
https://ngss.nsta.org/Practices.aspx?id=2&exampleid=453
https://ngss.nsta.org/Practices.aspx?id=2&exampleid=453
https://ngss.nsta.org/Practices.aspx?id=3&exampleid=522
https://ngss.nsta.org/Practices.aspx?id=3&exampleid=522
https://ngss.nsta.org/Practices.aspx?id=3&exampleid=522
https://ngss.nsta.org/DisciplinaryCoreIdeas.aspx?id=18&detailid=53
https://ngss.nsta.org/DisciplinaryCoreIdeas.aspx?id=18&detailid=306
https://ngss.nsta.org/DisciplinaryCoreIdeas.aspx?id=18&detailid=306
https://ngss.nsta.org/DisciplinaryCoreIdeas.aspx?id=41&detailid=33
https://ngss.nsta.org/DisciplinaryCoreIdeas.aspx?id=41&detailid=33
https://ngss.nsta.org/DisciplinaryCoreIdeas.aspx?id=41&detailid=33
https://ngss.nsta.org/DisciplinaryCoreIdeas.aspx?id=41&detailid=33
http://www.reachoutmichigan.org/funexperiments/agesubject/lessons/sunlight.html
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Grade 2 - Life Science  

Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity – unit 2 

 

  

Standard:  

2-LS4-1   Make observations of plants and animals to compare the 
diversity of life in different habitats. Clarification Statement: Emphasis 
is on the diversity of living things in each of a variety of different 

habitats. (Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include 

specific animal and plant names in specific habitats.)    

Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity  

21st Century Learning Expectations:  

 Communicate through various means  
 Able to solve problems  
 Take responsibility for their own learning  
 Demonstrate technological fluency and adaptability  

   

Link for 21st Century Learning Expectations   

  

Enduring Understandings:  

There are many different kinds of living things in any area, and 
they exist in different places.  

  

  

https://ngss.nsta.org/DisplayStandard.aspx?view=dci&id=29
http://www.hnhsd.org/~hmhs/?page_id=17
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Learning Competencies  Essential Questions  

 Make observations (firsthand or from media) to collect data 
which can be used to make comparisons. (2-LS4-1)   

 Look for patterns and order when making observations about 
the world. (2-LS4-1)  

  

What evidence shows that different species are related?   

EQ based on this core idea:  

 There are many different kinds of living things in any 
area, and they exist in different places on land and in 
water. (2-LS4-1)   

  

EXAMPLE Performance Task (good resource for developing 
into a Quality Performance Assessment):   

Animal Diversity  

  

  

  

  

  

 

https://ngss.nsta.org/Practices.aspx?id=3&exampleid=527
https://ngss.nsta.org/Practices.aspx?id=3&exampleid=527
https://ngss.nsta.org/NSforSEP.aspx?id=1&detailid=27
https://ngss.nsta.org/NSforSEP.aspx?id=1&detailid=27
https://ngss.nsta.org/DisciplinaryCoreIdeas.aspx?id=27&detailid=54
https://ngss.nsta.org/DisciplinaryCoreIdeas.aspx?id=27&detailid=54
https://ngss.nsta.org/DisciplinaryCoreIdeas.aspx?id=27&detailid=54
http://sciencenetlinks.com/lessons/animal-diversity/

